Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council 2.18

General Meeting Minutes

September 21, 2009 at 6:30 p.m., District Building 

For a list of attendees, see Sign-In Sheet that follows these minutes.  Proper notice was given to all members and a quorum was present.  
I.  Welcome & Introductions:  Cathy Renner called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Cathy welcomed the attendees and introduced the new officers to the group.
II.  Review & Approval of Minutes from June 1, 2009 General Meeting:   Ramona Haskin made a motion that the minutes be open for discussion, Lori Cobb seconded the motion.  As no discussion was forthcoming, Debra Doy made a motion that the minutes be approved as written and Alice Romano seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written. 
III.  Treasurer’s Report:  Ahn Lee Horn, Co-President, presented the Treasurer’s Report in lieu of Laurie Edwards.  The August 2009 Financial Report was distributed. The financial books were on hand and available for review.  
IV.  Special Guest Speaker:  Scott Allen, WSPTA President, spoke to the group about Effective Board Management.  Mr. Allen asked each attendee to send an email to Support@wasstatepta.org and ask to be added to leadership list serv.    Mr. Allen’s email is ptapres@wastatepta.org.

V.  Public Comment Period: There were no requests for public comments.
VI.  President’s Report: 


A.  Overview of Upcoming Council Events:


1.  School Board Candidates’ Forum: September 30, 2009, 6:30-8:30 p.m., MSHS 
Auditorium.  


a.  Cathy said that four of the five SVSD school board members 
are up for re-election in November and that two of the positions are 
contested. 


 b.  People can submit questions for the candidates by emailing 
Rebecca Russell, Council Legislative Chair, by September 23, 
2009.  Council will go through the submissions and put together a 
series of questions for the contested candidates to answer at the 
forum. 


 c.  Deborah Berto, publisher of The Issaquah Press, will act as 
moderator of the forum.

2.  Legislative Roundtable:  November 9, 2009, 6:30-8:30 p.m., MSHS Commons.  


a.  Local legislators will attend this event to answer voters’ 
questions.   


b.  With all of the recent activity in the area of legislative 
funding, the roundtable is a good opportunity to let your opinions 
be heard.  

3.  Presidents’ and Principals’ Retreat:  January 11, 2010, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., SMS Auditorium.  


a.  This is the first time this event has been offered in the district.  
The Retreat is a good way to hear what other schools are doing 

with their PTSAs and to get fresh ideas. 


b.  The district is going to ensure that the principals attend the 
Retreat.  If your unit’s president cannot attend, please make sure to 
send a Vice-President or other officer. 

 
c.  The Council will send out invitations to the principals and unit 
presidents.  

B.  PTA and the Law:  


1.  There are four classes to choose from: 1.  Chief Kanim Middle School on October 24, 2009, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 2.  Bellevue School District Boardroom on October 3, 2009, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  3.  Issaquah School District Administration Building on October 20, 2009, 9:00a.m. -12:00 p.m.  4.  Lake Washington School District Resource Center on October 22, 2009, 6:00-9:00 p.m.  


2.  The class only costs $45.00 per unit and that allows the unit to take as many people as they want.   


3.  All officers and committee chairpersons should be encouraged to take this class.  

VII.  Vice-Presidents’ Report


A.  Reflections: Sue Korol, Vice-President, provided a handout with the guidelines and rules for this year’s Reflections Program.  Sue informed the group that there are several changes to program this year. Sue’s packet includes entry forms and sample letters to send to parents and teachers.  Local units have a January 4, 2010 deadline to get submissions to the council.  The council will mount the artwork, so submissions should be unmounted.   Sue Korol will pick up units’ submissions to the program or submissions can be brought to her.  A local unit can make submissions to the Reflections Program with or without a formal contest at the school.   The work will hopefully be displayed at the School District Office in February.  All local units should provide Sue with the name of their Reflections Chairperson if they have one.


B.  Other Awards: Liz Piekarczyk, Vice-President, stressed that PTSA awards are good for PTSA reputation, fundraising and publicity.  Some of the awards local units may attain or award include:  1.  Outstanding Local Unit (at convention); 2.  100% Training Award, which is given to units in which 100% of their board have attended PTA and the Law in the past two years; 3.  Membership Awards, which are given out at convention; 4.  Awards for PTSA websites and newsletters; 5.  Golden Acorn Awards, both at the local unit and Council level; 6.  Outstanding Advocate Award; 7.  Standards of Excellence Awards; and 8.  Leadership Academy Awards.  

Council will also have a new award available this year to any local unit that has 100% of its board of directors attend PTA & the Law in the past two years. 

Liz urged local units to build award monies into their budgets.  
VIII. Committee Reports


A.  Membership:  Lori Cobb, Chair, informed the group that the deadline for dues to be submitted to Council is October 25.

B.  Legislative:  Cathy Renner, President, informed the group that Initiative 1033 will be on the ballot on November 3.  WSPTA voted to endorse the no on this initiative. 

David Spring proposed that a motion be made that the Council vote against Initiative 1033.  Cathy Renner asked whether the group was in favor of opening up the floor for five minutes to discuss the Initiative and to have a vote on the Council’s position on the matter.  The group voted in favor of opening discussion on Initiative 1033. 

After discussion, David Spring made a motion that the Council endorse the no on Initiative 1033 and the motion was seconded.  All were in favor and the motion was passed.  
IX.  Parent Education:  Lorraine Thurston, Cascade View Elementary School PTSA President, informed the group that CVES PTSA is planning to bring Julie Metzger to SVSD in February and March to put on her parent education seminar.  Since this seminar will benefit the entire valley, CVES PTSA would like to have the seminar offered to all of the schools.  The cost per local unit for the seminar will be $100.00.  Ms. Metzger will have three sessions on three different evenings.  Each session addresses a different age group, including elementary, middle, and high school.  If your local unit is interested, please let Lorraine Thurston know via email.  The seminars will take place at MSHS and Lorraine will announce the dates when they are set.  Ms. Metzger’s website can be found at Greatconversations.com.    

X.  Election Of Nominating Committee:  Cathy Renner announced that the Council needs three people to serve on Nominating Committee for the selection of 2010/2011 officers.  It would be best if the three people on the committee were from different parts of SVSD.   The Nominating Committee will make its recommendations by the Council’s March General Meeting.  Liz Piekarczyk nominated Betsy Evensen and she accepted.  Liz then nominated Lisa Rosen and she accepted.  Lorraine Thurston nominated Geoff Doy and he accepted. Cliff Brown made a motion to accept all three candidates as the Nominating Committee and the motion passed. 
XI.  Superintendent’s Report: Joel Aune, SVSD Superintendent, commented on the good he sees the Council doing throughout the SVSD.  Mr. Aune announced that the following items would be coming up in the near future:  1. SVSD will be looking for community input on the building facilities long-term plan.  2.  SVSD will have two levies on the ballot on February 9, 2010, which will cover maintenance and operations and technology.  

Mr. Aune then introduced Cliff Brown, who is the new head of the Valley Voters for Excellence.  Mr. Brown said that he would be coming to local units in the near future to talk about the levies, ask for endorsements of the levies, and seek monetary support for the levy campaigns. 

Door prizes:  Greg Reece won the scrapbook paper donated by Liz Piekarczyk.  Betsy Evensen won the Stampin’ Up Kit.  Ramona Haskin won the certificate for a mani/pedicure Snoqualmie Nails.  

XII.  Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

Cheryl Duncan

Council Secretary 2009-2010
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