Minutes of Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council 2.18

-- Executive Board Meeting --

10/8/08, 10:00 a.m., North Bend Library

Proper notice was given to all members; a list of those in attendance follows.

Present:  Cathy Renner, Ahn Lee Horn, Alice Romano, Liz Piekarczyk, Lori Cobb, Sue Korol, Joel Aune

Absent:  Beth Burrows (Excused), Christy Olson*

A quorum was present.  *Cathy will ask Christy if she would prefer to be removed from Council for remainder of the term.

Inspiration:  “Making every child’s potential a reality.” – the new Vision of WA State PTA.

I. Approval of Minutes:

A. Minutes of our previous board meeting, 9/10/08, were read and approved as read.

B. This new format (WSPTA Secretary Handbook 2008-09) will be adopted for all future minutes.  

C. Voting Delegate forms have been received from CKMS, CVES, and FCES (due October 3).


II. Correction of Minutes:

A. No corrections noted.


III. Treasurer’s Report (Alice)

A. SMS Membership payments received.

B. Initial Membership service fees and Annual fee ($5.00) due October 25, 2008 for all units. 


IV. President’s Report (Cathy)

A. Update on Ed. Funding Seminar 

1. SVSD in partnership with WSPTA Region 2 (Legislative Chair) will present this seminar.

a. Date: Monday evening, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., November 10, 2008
b. Location: MSHS Auditorium (Cathy awaiting confirmation)

c. Speakers: Kelly Munn, Region 2 Leg. (1 hr.) and Ron Ellis, SVSD Business Mgr (1/2 hr.)

2. Color posters (@ .60 per copy) will be handed out to PTSA Presidents at GM 10/13, 10 each; Alice acknowledged that Budget will cover this cost, under Mail/postage/photo copies.

3. Valley Record will also advertise the event; good attendance is critical for Kelly.

4. Alice will send a notice to Council yahoo group members once MSHS is confirmed.
5. Council webpage could also post an announcement, once new updates are made.
6. Liz suggested we check the wastatepta legislative listserve for their newest powerpoint presentations on state education funding issues.

B. How to approach Letter to Council from PTSA members/parents

1. Cathy met with Joel on 9/26 to discuss status of “concerns” and possible next steps.

a. Joel is not keen on a school district coalition with PTSA; does not want PTSA to dictate policy.

b. Prioritization of the stated concerns may be helpful for the school board to address in time.  Some discussion on whether a (new) committee is needed to accomplish this task – or perhaps the authors should assist, as they are most familiar with the content/intent.

c. Joel suggested we read the District administrators’ “A Plan to Address Facilities Needs in the Absence of Bond or Capital Levy Funds”, available from the district website: http://www.svsd410.org/districtinfo/bondprojects/08-09FacilityNeeds.pdf
d. Suggestion made by Council on behalf of public that input be incorporated upfront, before documents are final, to engage parents and encourage information exchange.

2. Rather than form or solicit names for another committee, we can use (2 each) Voting Delegates from the concerned school PTSAs:
a. Sue and Liz review letter and consolidate into bulleted list of concerns, by 10/10.
b. Cathy send email requesting authors to review bullets for intent.
c. Authors send email to co-signers to prioritize list and return.
d. Cathy send priorities to PTSA Presidents, assigning Voting Delegates with parent communication.
e. Council advertise that school district will address these priorities at quarterly general meetings.  Encourage attendance.
V. Committee Reports:

A. Membership (Lori)

1. Reminder that Membership payments are due October 25.
B. Legislative: Legislative Assembly (Liz)

1. 2008 Legislative Issues survey was revised on 9/26 to include 14 issues.

2. The ballot results from the 2008 Legislative Assembly are now available on the Legislation page of the WSPTA website: http://www.wastatepta.org/leg/ballot_results_report_08.pdf 

C. Reflections / Awards (Ahn Lee)

1. CVES is the only SVSD participant again this year; SES plans to enter competition next year.

2. Participant chairs (Sue) should sign up for Reflections listserve (digest format).
3. Council awards – Golden Acorn will be displayed at the D.O. this year.

D. Emergency Preparedness/Safety (Liz)

1. Large disparity across schools; working to define a “prepared high school” and “prepared elementary school”: http://www.wastatepta.org/resources/SuggestedEmgSupplies.xls
2. Council will evaluate plans proposed by Beth and Liz at next meeting.
E. Open positions:

1. Webpage – MSHS web authoring students may be able to update Council pages, weekly.
2. Nominating Committee (3 names needed, ask at GM)

3. Financial Review Committee (3, needed in Spring)


VI. Superintendent’s Report (Joel Aune)

A. School district/board is willing to address the top (3 or so) prioritized concerns from parent letter.  

1. Belief that letter concern is a programmatic one, with the shift to three middle schools and the resultant change; need to understand, some programs were cut due to loss of critical mass.

2. Carolyn Malcolm hired as Public Info Coordinator, to manage district-wide communication this year.

3. Joel and/or District administrators could speak at consecutive Council meetings: Facilities in October, Ed Funding in January, etc.  School District Budget 101, 201, 301 courses are also planned to be offered by the District this year. 

B. Does this letter carry an impact for future schools bond?

a. Those who signed letter (middle schools) are no longer supportive of new HS bond.

b. Letter highlights a need to rewrite the bond and/or District’s education approach, 
e.g. focus on expanding the existing high school or its offerings.
c. “A much different bond proposition for Spring” will be Joel’s focus at GM 10/13. 
· Options involve addressing the most pressing facilities needs, the budget and economy considered.
· Growing the (2) middle schools larger to allow more offerings there is an option.
· Current status is proposed plan, not “done” as papers may have recently indicated.
C. Regarding Ed Funding Seminar:

1. If Kelly Munn speaks to state education funding and capital bonds, Ron will then address SVSD reaction.  Joel requested Kelly’s email address, for her presentation; Liz provided.
2. Kelly’s presentation should educate the community on the issues, and where different responsibilities reside.  note: If State decides to fund Board of Education Core 24 framework, this does not address the current ed. funding shortfalls.  Good news is that education is exempt from Gov. Gregoire’s 1% State funding cut.

VII. Correspondence:

A. Letter to Council from local PTSA members – under review.


VIII. Motions:

A. Motion made to approve Minutes from 09/10.  All were in favor; Minutes approved.


IX. Programs:

A. Education Funding Seminar – date confirmed: 11/10, 6 p.m., MSHS Auditorium

B. General Meeting 10/13 – Agenda follows format of this meeting, with the following additions:

1. Preface meeting with “No campaigning” request (SD policy).

2. Add 2009 Nominating Committee; need Pres., VP, Treasurer, Secretary, Membership Chair.

Adjournment:  11:40 a.m.

Signed, 

Sue Korol, Secretary

Upcoming meetings/events:

First Council General Meeting:  October 13, 9:30-11:30 a.m., District Office Boardroom

October 14 9:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. – PTA and the Law, Lake Washington School District Resource center

October 15 6:15 p.m.-9:30 p.m. – PTA and the Law, Mercer Island High School

October 23 9:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m. – PTA and the Law, Issaquah School District Admin building

Tuesday, November 4 – Election Day

Monday, November 10 – Ed Funding Seminar 6:00 p.m., MSHS Auditorium

Next Council board meeting:  Wednesday, November 12, 10:00 a.m.-Noon, Fall City Library

