Minutes of Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council 2.18

-- Executive Board Meeting --

12/10/08, 10:00 a.m., North Bend Library

Proper notice was given to all members; a list of those in attendance follows.

Present:  Cathy Renner, Beth Burrows, Liz Piekarczyk, Ahn Lee Horn, Alice Romano, Lori Cobb, 
Sue Korol, Joel Aune - invited guest

Absent:  Christy Olson*

A quorum was present.  

*has not responded to Cathy’s inquiries regarding her position; Cathy will send a letter stating we will announce that Christy has stepped down from VP at next General Meeting unless we hear differently.

Note for next year’s Standing Rules:  Clarify procedure for abandonment of position.

Inspiration:  “Fund Education First.”, WA State Governor’s mandate

I. Approval of Minutes:

A. Alice motioned, Ahn Lee seconded approval of Minutes from our previous board meeting.

B. Voting Delegate forms are still needed from TFMS, MSHS (Ahn Lee has SES, Beth has NBE).


II. Correction of Minutes:

A. No corrections noted.


III. Treasurer’s Report (Alice)

A. $1355 received from Membership dues.  Due again January 23. 

1. Beth asked to clarify for new PTSAs that the $200 annual School Dues is waived, but not the 50¢ per member dues in the first year.

B. November and December figures reviewed.  

1. Council is underinsured (by $60.00).  For 2009-10 Budget, Insurance needs to be increased to $250, from $140.00.

2. Nominees for Treasurer 2009-10 should have previous experience in PTA treasury position.


IV. President’s Report (Cathy)

A. Coalition with District, School Board, SEA, Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation, others
1. Still some resistance to formation.  Kelly Munn and her team also experienced resistance, but now their coalition is one of the best things going for Issaquah School District.

2. We could start as SVPTSA then invite both our School Board and District, and SEA participation.  Suggestion made to form as a Legislative Coalition, using Issaquah as a model.

3. Cathy, Kathryn, Art, and Joel are meeting on 12/17 to discuss “BEFT” (WA Basic Education Funding Taskforce) and “News Coalition” (2 district lawsuit against the State for Ed Funding inequities) status. WSPTA and SEA encourage the coalition, as its case is based on same factors as Federal Way’s winning suit.


V. Vice President’s Report (Ahn Lee)

A. Lunch meeting with Kelly Munn (Issaquah PTSA Council Legislative Chair)

1. Kelly urges PTSAs to put Legislation first on their agendas.

2. Connie Gerlitz is new Region 2 Leg. Chair.

3. PTSAs are needed by the school districts now; we can say things that they, legally, cannot.  SVSD needs to find ways to cut costs but not exclude participation across this rural district.


VI. Committee Reports:

A. Membership (Lori)

1. Reminder that Membership payments are due again January 23.
B. Legislative (Liz)

1. BEFT – See http://www.leg.wa.gov/Joint/Committees/BEF/  

2. Focus Day is February 26, 2009, Legislative Building, Olympia

C. Reflections / Awards (Ahn Lee)

1. CVES and MSHS students are participating in competition this year.

2. Entries will be on display at General Meeting 1/12/09.
D. Emergency Preparedness/Safety (Beth)

1. Beth and Liz continue research and work on their plan; meeting with the district tbd.
E. Open positions:

1. Webpage – Ahn Lee has names from Deb Doy.
2. Nominating Committee – 3 names needed, ask at GM. 
3. Financial Review Committee (3, needed in Spring)


F. Action Items:

1. PTSA members’ concerns regarding March 10, 2009 Bond:

a. Bond is not what was advertised by District as recently as last month.  Where did this “new” proposition originate?  SEA has told teachers that bond was changed due to MS staff’s concerns.  Does it lead to eventual shut down of SMS?  Majority of voiced concerns seem to be from Fall City and/or HS parents.

b. Bond structure is based on extensive discussion at School Board work session of 11/25;  is minus property acquisition piece, and minus an SMS conversion.

c. Cathy will compile list of questions/concerns received and send to the District; Liz will help to validate the questions before sending.
d. District to provide answers; Cathy will send Q&A to PTSA Presidents for distribution to members.
2. Council 2009 Bond endorsement:  Vote at next board meeting.

a. Council should endorse the Bond, predicated on the District being open, and it benefiting the welfare of all children in the community.

b. As we have not had enough time to consider the bond, council will abstain vote until 1/9.
3. Set agenda for January General Meeting Monday, 1/12/09:  SVSD Budget impacts
a. “Curriculum” discussion on teaching/learning will be pushed out to address budget/bond.

i. Education 101/201 will be offered in January, Funding 101/201 is now. 

ii. Bond will be covered at local PTSA meetings, making the Budget a priority now.  Soonest next Bond would be possible is Spring 2010.  District will “make the scenario work for the kids”.  
In 2009, immediate needs include overcrowding at MSHS, CVES, and SES.  Bond passage addresses the HS current situation; if not passed, alternatives will be considered, reductions would be phased-in, schools not planned for closure.

b. Governor’s budget released December 19; Governor must present a balanced budget; Legislative budget will be different and may be unbalanced in favor of Education.

c. SVSD Key Communicator emails may be forwarded.  Send your email address to Joel if you would like to be added to their distribution.

4. Roundtable with Legislators at January Board Meeting (following) – 1/9/09, 10:00 a.m.


VII. Correspondence:

A. List of questions/concerns regarding Bond Proposition, compiled by Council for School District

VIII. Motions:

A. Motion made to approve Minutes from 10/8/08.  All were in favor; Minutes approved.


IX. Programs:

A. Superintendent’s Report

Joel reviewed three detail slides concerning “2009 Bond Proposition for the March 10, 2009 Election Ballot”, and addressed a few questions from Council.

B. Upcoming meetings/events:

1. January 9, 2009 – Council Board Meeting and Legislative Roundtable, 10:00 a.m. CKMS

2. January 12, 2009 – Council General Meeting and Reflections Display, 6:00-9:00 p.m. 

3. February 26, 2009 – WSPTA Focus Day (Legislative Building, Olympia)

4. March 10, 2009 – current Bond Election day

Adjournment:  12:20 p.m.

Sue Korol, Secretary

