Minutes of Snoqualmie Valley PTSA Council 2.18

-- Executive Board Meeting --

3/11/09, 10:00 a.m., Fall City WA

Proper notice was given to all members, location moved from Fall City Library to Cathy’s house due to library scheduling conflict. 

A list of those in attendance follows.  A quorum was present.  

Present:  Cathy Renner, Liz Piekarczyk, Ahn Lee Horn, Beth Burrows, Alice Romano, Lori Cobb, and Sue Korol.

Absent:  None.

Inspiration:  Fulfilling the promise and mandate of our State Constitution to fully fund P-12 Education.
I. Approval of Minutes (Sue)

A. Minutes of our February Board Meeting will be provided via email, for review and approval if no corrections and/or discussion are required. 

B. Keys to Council filing cabinet – Sue has both; she will give one key to Peggy and provide her with an access list to post with the locked cabinet. 
C. Council P.O. Box – Alice and Cathy each have one key, for PO Box in Snoqualmie.

II.  Correction of Minutes

A. No corrections noted at this time.  Please email any changes/additions to Sue prior to our next board meeting, 4-15-09.
III. Treasurer’s Report (Alice)

A. Budget Report for March 10, 2009

1. Membership fees are paid – next round is due at the end of May.

a. CVES membership money submitted by March 1, they are at 100% membership and received the Gold level Membership Award.

b. A reminder that membership dues may be paid at any time.

2. Council non-profit status has been renewed (Charitable Solicitations).

3. Council donated $200 to VVFE bond fund per member vote at last General Meeting.

4. Budget total needs to be raised to cover Liability Insurance (was at $140 but added bond insurance per State guidelines), web site costs, Reflections, and office supplies.

B. Alice revamped some Budget line items, copy provided for review.

1. Took out “New PTSA Start-up Fees” line item for next year (was at zero) and changed to “Administration” (Charitable Solicitations came from this).

2. Changed “Misc.” line item to read “Hospitality/Misc.” and moved $100 from Pres. Discretionary Fund to cover these costs. 

3. Moved $75 from “Simple Majority” bond line to Mail/Postage/Copies line item.

C. Budget changes will be presented at next General Meeting; 10-15 minutes needed for this discussion.
IV. President’s Report (Cathy)

A. Snoqualmie Valley Legislative Coalition met March 10th.

1. NEA (National Educators Association) endorsed Pres. Obama’s teacher merit pay funding proposal, while WEA is not in agreement.  WA will turn down Federal money for the state if we are not supportive, this could impact federal funding as well as stimulus payments.  General feeling is that WEA is not acting in best interests of Education, as their criticism is broad and not constructive.

B. SVSD School Board meets Thursday March 12, 7:30 p.m. at the District Office.

1. Board is developing a resolution (to be posted on their website; copy follows these minutes) for the Washington State Legislature, on funding P-12 Education.

a. We need parents in attendance, asking the board to endorse education reform AND funding reform.  PTSA supports our teachers.
b. Kelly Munn, League of Education Voters, will be at the Snoqualmie Library at 6:45 p.m. to coach those interested in speaking at the meeting on Thursday.

2. “Opstad” District school board director position will be open in the Fall, 2009.

a. PTSA is seeking good candidates, and encouraging them to run.  A “good” candidate should have experience in legal matters, budgeting, and corporate management, as this is an elected not appointed term.  Candidate must reside in school board District 1.  

b. Beth may speak to the McFarlands re. their potential interest in serving.  

V. Vice President’s Report (Ahn Lee)

A. Golden Acorn award(s) 

1. Five nominations have been received to-date with an end of March entry deadline for this June award.  After some discussion we agreed it would be best to set the precedent this year by awarding one recipient, a non-PTSA-board member. 

2. $45.00 is donated in each winner’s name to the WSPTA State Scholarship Fund, so we may move some of the $250 “Golden Acorn” budget to our Reflections line item to cover some of these costs.  Budget to be reviewed during April GM. 

B. Council website transitions

1. Alice has agreed to be our Website Chair for 2009-2010 !!  Thank you, Alice.
2. Web server fees – Payment of $68 for two years is due to godaddy.  Ahn Lee will get accounts and password info from Caroline for Alice.  

3. Alice is also asked to check “readability” of website from a Mac.

VI. Action Items reports

A. Two Rivers High School (Council involvement - Jack Weber is invited to our next general meeting, not to have a vote but for voice.) 

1. Rudy Edwards has asked to join MSHS PTSA – Liz will send an application form. 
2. Liz wonders whether TR parents can join MSHS PTSA – Cathy will ask at next Service Delivery Team meeting.
B. SVSD Board Members Voters Forum – Council to again host.

1. We will need to wait for filing deadline and/or voters pamphlet mailings to schedule this event.  Most likely timeline is to precede the general election but not the summer primaries.  

2. Agreed that it will be beneficial for the community to meet these new candidates, as 4 of the 5 director positions will be on the ballot this fall.  

C. SVSF Luncheon 3/26/09 – Council recognition may not be as seated at a separate table.  We’ll request that our unit PTSA tables be seated closely together, instead.

D. School Board Meeting 3/12/09 – Cathy, Liz, Ahn Lee, and Sue will attend to witness the board’s education funding resolution to the Legislature (not yet posted to web site).

E. WSPTA Region 2 Spring Training Saturday 3/14/09, 9:00 a.m. start, Kamiakin Jr. High, Kirkland 

1. Cost is $45(pre-registered) – $60 (late) per unit; Council is paid and will open attendance up to 2009-2010 new delegates:
Cheryl Duncan (Secretary)
Laurie Edwards (Treasurer)

2. Cathy and Liz are attending from Council, Ahn Lee for SES.

VII. Committee Reports

A. Membership (Lori)

1. Lori will continue as our Membership Chair for another term.

B. Legislative (Liz) Focus Day report, February 26
1. WEA has the numbers -- in terms of voices in opposition; PTSA on the other hand is being noticed for our thoughtful comment and critical thinking on the proposed bills.

2. Sign the live education petition to support WA State Leg. Bills; goal is to collect thousands of signatures across the state: http://gopetition.com/online/25946.html 

3. School Board members should be invited to be “friends” with the community groups, to see firsthand what the concerns are across the district.

C. Emergency Preparedness/Safety (Liz and Beth)

1. Agreed that there is much variation across our (10) schools in the way emergency preparedness is defined and addressed currently.  Some schools’ principals are in charge of this rather than their PTSA, which makes our influence more difficult. 
2. Liz and Beth will develop a matrix to post on the Council website, to record the tangible preparedness of each of the schools.  This will help to highlight the disparity, showcase the good ideas, and hopefully help SVSD to realize through information sharing that this needs to be made more of a priority in 2010.  
D. Nominating Committee 
1. 2009-10 Board positions are filled.
2. Slate of names will be posted on the Council website for public view.

VIII. Correspondence – None.


IX. Motions – None.


X. Programs

A. Upcoming meetings/events:

1. April 15 – Council Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m.-Noon (Fall City Library)

2. April 20 – Council General Meeting, 9:30-11:30 a.m., District Office Boardroom Invite Rep. Jay Rodne (regrettably unable to make the Leg Roundtable in Jan. due to other emergent commitments).

Adjournment:  12:05 p.m.


Sue Korol, Secretary
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